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pi _i he. jaApm 3  ByH?v  Afinftftgn  .Sraatavlgh 

The  City  of  Tokyo.  January  7.19AP 

I.  Colonel  Smirnov,  Assistant  Prosecutor  for  the  U.S.S.P.  in  the 
International  Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East*  int«*rrogated  as  a  witness 
the  undersigned  who  testified! 


Surname,  First  name,  Second  name 

I 

Bykov  Afinegen  Erastovich  * 

Military  rank 

t 

Major 

• 

* . 

1 

Porn  in  1906 

Place  of  employment 

l 

Second  in  command 

of  a  regiment 

Ad dress 

1 

A  group  of  Soviet 
in  (p-i  'taiiy 

Occupation  forces 

Previous  trial 

I  have  never  been 

under  trial. 

The  witness  ha3  been  wernei 
testimony  under  Article  95  of  ^ 
Federative  Soviet  Pepublic). 


for  giving  false 
JslaS  Socialist 


The  oath  of  the  witness  is  attached  to  the  affidavit. 


1.  In  1939.  I  served  in  the  Soviet  forces  on  the  territory  of.  the 
Mongolian  People's  Pepublic.  ..t  .that  time  my  rank  was  senior  lieutenant 
and  I  commanded  a  mechanized  rifle  battalion  of  the-  11th  tank  brigade 
stationed  in  the  town  of  Undur-hen. 


On  March  1,  lc39  Major-General  Yakovlev,  brigade  conmander  put  me 
in  command  of  a  mixed  detachment  and  ordered  to  march  with  the  detachment 
to  the  area  of  the  Mongolian  town  Turatsak-Bulak  120-130  kilometers  west  of 
the  Halhin-Gol  river.  As  Major-General  Yakovlev  explained  to  me  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  sending  the  mixed  detachment  was  as  follows!  in  the  Halhin-Gol 
river  area,  on  the  sector  guarded  by  the  7th  Monfplien  frontier  guard 
outpost  increased  the  cases  of  the  boundary  line  being  crossed  by  the 
Japanese  troops  and  there  were  cases  when  the  Japanese  kidnapped  the 
Mongolian  t3iriks  (soldiers)  and  officers  and  took  them  to  the  Manchurian 
territory.  The  purpose  of  having  the  Soviet  mixed  iotaohment  in  that  arer 
was  to  prevent  the  Japanese  from  similar  unlawful  actions  directed  against 
the  Mongolian  border-guards. 
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•  My  mechanized  rifle  battalion  reinforced  with  an  armoured-car 
(B.'»-6)  company,  with  a  battery  of  76  mm.  self-propelled  guns  (4  Guns)  and 
with  a  battery  of  122  mm.  howitzers  (4  howitzers)  was  a  part  of  the  mixed 
detachment  placed  under  my  comnsnd. 

On  May  28,  193°*  'this  detachment  was  the  first  unit  of  Soviet 
regular  troops  which  engaged  in  battle  with  -the  Japanese  Manchurian  troops 
crossing  the  border  of  the  Mongolian  People's  Pepublic  east  of  the  Halhin- 
gol  river  and  seizing  the  part  of  the  Mongolian  territory  on  tho  eastern 
bank  of  that  river. 


>  :  - 


2.  On  March  5*  1939.  the  detachment  arrived  in  the  area  of  the  town 
Temtsek-Bulek  and  was  stationed  there. 

In  the  town  Tamtsak-Bulek  was  also  stationed  the  6th  Mongolian 
cavalry  division. 

East  of  Tamtsak-Bulak  were  neither  Mongolian  nor  Soviet  regular 
troops,  but  only  the  Mongolian  border-guard  outposts. 

3«  Insofar  as  the  violations  of  the  border  were  perpetrated  by  the 
Japenese  on  the  sector  guarded  by  the  7th  Mongolian  border  guard  outpost  I 
went  to  that  out.x>3t  in  March  lr3c  in  order  to  investigate  the  situation  "t 
the  border. 


The  7th. border  guard  outpost  guarded  the  sector  of  the  state 
bolder  of  the  Mongolian  People's  Pepublic  ee3t  of  the  Halhin-gol  river 
beginning  from  Eri3-Ulin-0bo  end  further  to  tho  north  in  a  straight  line 
to  Hulet-Ulin-Obo  and  from  that  piece  also  i.  a  straight  line  to  Nomongan- 
Burd-Obo. 

In  such  a : way* the- territory  guarded  by- tho- outpost  was  on  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  Halhin-gol  river  20-22  kilometers  in  depth  in  the 
direction  of  Nomongan-Burd-Obo  ee3t  of  the  river. 

The  sector  of  the  border  guarded  by  the  outpost  ended  a  few 
kilometers  north  of  the  place  Nomongan-Burd-Obo. 

The  bulk  of  the  outpost  was  on  the  western  bank  of  the  river  in 
the  Sumburin-Ts8£an-Nur  lake  area.  The  outpost  daily  sent  patrols  to  and 
?et  posts  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river. 

The  t^Litern  bank  of  the  river  was  very-carefully  guarded  by 
Mongolian  border  guards  especially  in  connection  with  systematic  violations  . 
of  the  3tate  border  in  thet  area  perpetrated  by  the  Jepane3e-Manchurian 
troops  beginning  from  January  1939* 


4.  0.:  the  night  of  MeyVa5.  1939«  the  headquarters  of  the  6th  Mongolian 

cavalry  division  received  a  report  from  the  7th  border  guard  outpost  to  tho 
effect  that  on  May  11  tho  Japaneje-Manchurian  cavalry  unit  more  than  200  men 
strong  crossed  the  border  in  the  Momongen  area  and  advanced  15-1P  kilometers 
into  the  Mongolian  territory. 
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In  a  clash  with  that  unit  several  Mongolian  border  guards  ware 
killed.  On  toy  12,  1939.  border  guard  reserves  drove  the  violators  of 
the  border  into  the  Manchurian  territory. 

However  on  toy  14,  1939.  up  to  two  squadrons  of  the  Japanese 
and  Manchurians  again  crossed  the  border  and  advanced  into  the  Mongolian 
territory  on  the  eastern  benk  of  the  Halhin-gol  river  driving  back  the 
border  guards. 

In  connection  with  that  report  the  Contnand  of  the  6th  Mongolian 
division  and  I  decided  to  go  to  the  location  of  the  7th  border  guard  outpost 
to  investigate  the  situation. 

about  35-40  kilometers  from  the  7th  Mongolian  border  guard  out¬ 
post  we  came  across  2  mounted  tsiriks  (soldiers)  riding  on  horseback  at 
top  speed  in  the  western  direction.  V/e  stopped  them.  The  tsiriks  were 
carrying  a  message  from  the  chief  of  the  outpost  to  the  effect  that  5 
Japanese  single -engined  iive-bombers  raided  the  outpost  and  made  four  borabin- 
runs.  During  the  first  two  runs  the  outpost  w os'  bombed  and  then  during 
the  last  two  the  outpost  was  machine-gunned  from  the  air. 

We  went  to  the  outpost  at  once  and  I  myself  saw  the  damage  in¬ 
flicted  by  the  Japanese.  Three  tsiriks  were  killed,  25  were  injured. 

I  saw  myself  the  traces  of  machine-gunning.  On  the  same  day  we  returned 
to  Tamtsok-Bulak  (we  had  raotorerrs).  I  put  in  a  through  call  to  the 
corps  headquarters  in  Ulan  Pa  tor  and  reported  about  whet  had  happened. 

5.  On  toy  18  by  order  of  the  conmand  the  Mongolian  division  wont  to 
the  Hemardaba  mountain  area  on  the  ‘western  bank  of  the  Halhin-gol  river. 

By  order  of  the  corps  hoadquarters  my  reconnaissance  platoon  went 
together  with  the  6th  Mongolian  cavalry  division.  The  first  minor  clash 
of  Soviet  troops*. with  Japenese-tonchurion  troops  took  place  on  May  22  or 
23  when  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  corps  headquarters  I 
ordered  my  reconnaissance  platoon  to  cross  the  Halhin-gol  river  to  its 
eastern  bank  end  to  conduct  the  reconnaissance  inforce  on  the  Mongolian 
territory  seized  by  the  Japanese.  I  gsve  strict  orders  to  the  platoon 
commander  under  no  circumstances  to  cross  the  state  border  line. 

The  reconnaissance  platoon  went  7-8  kilometers  to  the  east  with- 
out  hindrance  and  being  12-13  kilometers  from  the  state  borier  line  was 
fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  surrounded,  and  fighting  broke  through  the 
encirclement  pnd  withdrew  to  the  western  bank  of  the  Halhin-gol  river. 

6.  On  toy  25  the  6th  Mongolian  cavalry  division  crossed  the  Halhin- 
gol  river  to  its  eastern  benk  and  took  up  the  defensive  position  8-10 
kilometers  from  the  state  border  line.  My  detachment  arrived  at  the 
Halhi.i-gol  on  May  24,  1939* 
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On  May  26  I  «n»»«^i>«^aQ\6rder^  tw«  put  across  the  river  to  its 
eastern  bank  two  mechanized  rifle  companies,  a  battery  of  45  nm.  guns  and  a 
few  armoured  cars.  On  May  27  I  transferred  our  command  post  to  the  eastern 
bpnk  of  the  Halhin-gol  river,  about  9-10  kilometers  from  the  state  border 
line. 

Cn  May  26  and  27  Soviqt-Mongolian  units  had  no  battle  contects 
with  the  Japanese.  We  thought  that  the  border  incident  wa3  closed. 


7.  However,  on  the  night  of  Ma 


the  Japanese  took  up  the  offensive. 


It  began  at  about  3  a.m.  As  I  know  from  the  testimony  of  those 
taken  prisoner  the  offensive  was  conducted  by  a  group  (which  was  a  port  of 
the  23d  infantry  division  and  Pargut  oovalry)  under  the  command  of  Coionel 
Yamagata,  conmander  of  the  64th  infantry  regiment  of  the  23d  infantry 
division. 

The  group  contained  a  part  of  the  64th  infantry  regiment,  a  recon¬ 
naissance  detachment  of  the  23d  division  under  the  command  of  Lt. -Colonel 
Azuma,  a  motorized  company  under  the  conmand  of  Captain  Kewano,-  the  8th 
cavalry  regiment  and  the  units  of  the  1st  snd  7th  Pargut  cavalry  regiments. 


The  Japanese  tried  to  outflank  the  Soviet  troops  from  the  left 
flank  to  appear  in  our  rear  and  get  to  the  Halhin-gol  river  orossing  cutting 
.  eff  our  way  of  retreat, 

Regular  fighting  took  place  in  the  course  of  which  ny  detachment 
lost  65-70  officers  and  men,  At  the  end  of  the  day  of  May  28  s  regiment  of 
the  36th  rifle  division  under  the  conmend  of  Major  Femizov  arrived  at  the 
Halhin-gol  river.  Th?t  regiment  from  the  march  w« 3  thrown  into  action. 

This  day  may  be  considered  as  the  date  of  the  opening  of  lorge- 
seale  hostilities  on  the  Halhin-gol  river  between  the  Japanese  who  violated 
the  border  and  the  units  of  the  Soviet  sriny.  Prior  to  May  28  major  clashes 
of  regular  troops  did1  not  take  place. 

8.  I  participated  with  n y  detachment  in  further  battles  and  stayed  in 
that  area  till  the  cassation  of  hostilities  and  the  conclusion  of  truce. 

As  a  participant  of  those  battles  I  can  testify  that  in  all  the  operations 
I  had  strict  orders  not  to  cross  the  state  border  line  and  those  orders 
were  never  broken  by  me. 

I  know  thot  the  conrujnders  of  other  units  had  simil?r  strict  orders 
I  definitely  know  that  during  the  hostilities  there  was  not  a  single  case  of 
a  border-violation  on  the  part  of  our  troops  or  Mongolian  units. 

As  an  eye-witness  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities  I  can  testify 
that  after  the  Japanese  had  been  defeated  we  did  not'  follow  them  across  the 
border  though  we  had  a  chance  of  going  forward  up  to  Hail^r  without  en¬ 
countering  resistance.  After  the  cessation  or  hostilities  we  took  up  the 
defensive  along  the  state  border  line  which  remnined  exactly  in  the  same 
piece  in  which  it  had  run  prior  to  Kay  11,  1939* 
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On  May  26  put  across  the  river  to  its  » 

eastern  bank  two  mechanized  rifle  companies,  a  battery  of  45  nm*  guns  and  a 
few  armoured  cars.  On  May  27  I  transferred  our  comnand  post  to  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  Halhin-gol  river,  about  9-10  kilometers  from  the  state  border 
Une. 

Cn  I-iy  26  end  27  Soviqt-Mongolien  units  had  no  battle  contacts 
with  the  Japanese.  He  thought  that  the  border  incident  wa3  closed. 

7.  However,  on  the  night  of  V.ay^P  the  Japanese  took  up  the  offensive. 

It  began  at  about  3  a»m.  As  I  know  from  the  testimony  of  those 
taken  prisoner  the  offensive  was  conducted  by  a  group  (which  was  a  part  of 
the  23d  infantry  division  and  Pargut  oavalry)  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Yamageta,  commander  of  the  64th  infantry  regiment  of  the  23d  infantry 
division. 


The  group  contained  a  part  of  the  64th  infantry  regiment,  a  recon¬ 
naissance  detachment  of  the  23d  division  under  the  command  of  Lt. -Colonel 
Azuma,  a  motorized  company  under  the  conrnand  of  Captain  Kewano,-  the  6th 
cavalry  regiment  and  the  units  of  the  1st  and  7th  Pargut  cavalry  regiments. 

The  Japanese  tried  to  outflank  the  Soviet  troops  from  the  left 
flank  to  appear  in  our  rear  and  get  to  the  Halhin-gol  river  crossing  cutting 
.  cff  our  way  of  retreat. 

Regular  fighting  took  place  in  the  course  of  which  my  detachment 
lost  65-70  officers  and  men.  At  the  end  of  the  day  of  May  28  a  regiment  of 
the  36th  rifle  division  under  the  coianend  of  Major  Femizov  arrived  at  the 
*  Halhin-gol  river.  That  regiment  from  the  march  wrs  thrown  into  action. 

This  day  may  be  considered  as  the  date  of  the  epening  of  lorge- 
scale  hostilities  on  the  Halhin-gol  river  between  the  Japanese  who  violated 
the  border  and  the  units  of  the  Soviet  army.  Prior  to  May  28  major  clashes 
of  regular  troops  did  not  take  place. 

8.  I  participated  with  ny  detachment  in  further  battles  and  stayed  in 
that  area  till  the  cessation  of  hostilities  and  the  conclusion  of  truce. 

As  a  participant  of  those  battles  I  can  testify  that  in  all  the  operations 
I  had  strict  orders  not  to  cross  the  state  border  line  and  those  orders 
were  never  broken  by  me. 

I  know  that  the  comm'nders  of  other  units  had  similar  strict  orders 
I  definitely  know  that  during  the  hostilities  there  was  not  a  single  case  of 
a  border-violation  on  the  part  of  our  troops  or  Mongolian  units. 

As  an  eye-witness  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities  I  can  testify 
that  after  the  Japanese  had  been  defeated  we  did  not'  follow  them  aoross  the 
border  though  we  had  a  chance  of  going  forward  up  to  Hail^r  without  en¬ 
countering  resistance.  After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  we  took  up  the 
defensive  along  the  state  border  line  which  rera°ined  exactly  in  the  same 
place  in  which  it  had  run  prior  to  toy  11,  1939. 


IHj'VaUi 


The  affidavit  is  written  in  my  own  hand 


Interrogated*  Colonel  Smirnov 

Assistant  Prosecutor  for  the  U.S.S.F. 
In  the  International  Military  Tribunal 
For  the  Far  East. 


The  City  of  Tokyo,  January  7,  1948 
I,  the  undersigned  Major  Bykov  Afinogen  Erastovich,  give  this  oath  to 
Colonel  Smirnov,  Assistant  Prosecutor  for  the  U.S.S.P.  in  the  International 
Military  Tribunal  for  the  PBr  East,  to  the  effect  that  I,  boing  called  as 
witness  in  the  case  of  major  Japanese  war  criminals,  pledge  myself  to  tell 

the  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

I  have  been  warned  of  the  responsibility  for  giving  false  testimony 

under  Article  95  of  the  Criminal  Code  of  the  F.S.F.S.P. 


Major  Pykov 
Afinogen  Erastovich 


The  text  of  the  oath  was  given  to  me. 


Colonel  Smirnov 

Assistant  Prosecutor  for  the  J.S.S.I  • 
in  the  International  Military  Tribunal 
for  the  Far  East, 
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